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Micro RNA; lens; cataract

Micro RNA is a type of highly conserved, small non-coding RNA with 21
. to 25 nucleotides long. They can promote the degradation of mRNA and suppress their
« translation to regulate the expression of target gene with non-coding region at 3’ termi-
. nal of target mRNA. MicroRNA is involved not only in the regulation of cell differentia-
+ tion, proliferation and apoptosis, but also in the individual development and metabo-
‘ lism. Cataract is one of the most important clinical problems in ophthalmology and a
¢ common cause of blindness. Recent studies have demonstrated that MicroRNA play a
crucial role in the formation of cataracts. This article reviews the recent progress on the
¢ expression of MicroRNA in lens and the correlation between MicroRNA and cataract.
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